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LETTER 


TO A 


MEMBER or PARLIAMENT. 


SIR, 


N Obedience to your Requeſt, I ſend you 
my Thoughts in writing, that you may, as 
you was pleaſed to expreſs yourſelf, examine at 
Leifore, what in our laſt Converfation feemed 
to have ſome Weight, in Support of the Ex- 
pediency of engaging in the laſt Land War, 
and of our neceſſary Cormections with the Con- 
: finent in general. And this I undertake with 
the greater Plcafure, as the contrary and pre- 
vailing Opinion is not only fallacious in itſelf, 
but pernicious in its Conſequences; as it can 
only tend to give a Turn of Deſpondency tothe 

A 2 Minds, 


TY 
Minds of our People, prepare them to bear 
the preſent Infults, and to fubmit to the future 
Deſigns of France, if, encouraged by its gene- 
ral Eſtabliſhment among us, ſhe ſhould again 
reſume Schemes againſt the Independency of 
her Neighbours, which the repeated Dilap- 
pointments brought about by our Interpoſition 
En 
— 


It were to be wiſhed, that a like Deſire of 
than it is: For 1 have often obſerved, with 
Surprize, that Knowledge of our foreign Con- 
cerns ſeems to be a Matter of Indifference to 
moſt Men, as if it was too myſterious to be ac- 
quired, or too inſignificant to be uſeful. The 
Conſequence of which Indeciſion is, that, ig- 
norant of what their real Intereſts require, 
they fly from Extreme to Extreme, as the Wind 
of Occurrences drives; are miſled by the De- 
ſigns of Party, the Errors of Miniſters, and 
the Pretences of Generals : That, at one Time, 
they breathe nothing but War and vigorous 
Meaſures ; and that, at another, they call for a 
bad Peace rather than none; and that, at this 


Juncture, 
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Juncture, the late Var is as much blamed, as it 
was called for before its Commencement, 


And while I endeavour to inform you, 1 have 
the additional Satisfaction of reflecting, that I 
take the readĩeſt Method to inform the Public, 


with which your Opinion all the 
Weight that it deſerves, unhurt by the Tran- 
factions of late Years, which have taken away 
its Confidence from almoſt every body elle. 


As then the little Succeſs, and enormous Ex- 
pence, of the Jate War have broached anew 
the Opinion, that England has nothing at all 
to do with the Continent; or, in other Words, 
that Land Wars muſt ever be to us i 
Meaſures ;I conceive it will be ſufficient to ſhew, 
that the War was entered into neceſſarily and 
wiſely; and that it might have been concluded as 


owing more to Mf 
management than Misfortune. For the pre- 


ſent Opinion is, (but in other Words) that be- 


cauſe one War has been carried on with as lit- 
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Aſter having ſhewn upon what Principle the 
War was begun, I ſhall ſtate a few of the Par- 
ticulars which occaſioned its ill Succeſs, that 


almoſt rendered the Wiſdom of its Commence- 
ment fruitleſs, and the indifferent Terms of its 
Concluſion excuſable, if not neceſſary. | 


To be convinced of the Wiſdom of the 
Councils which adviſed the War, you need but 
cait your Eyes back on the repeated Attempts 
that Fraxce has made, from the Days of Richlien 
to the Death of Lewis the XIVth, to eſta- 
bliſh her Dominion over this Part of the World; 
and on the ſucceſſive efforts which the reſt of 
_— made againſt them, in Support of 
- You will find, 
4 Univerſal applauſe attend- 
ed the Triple Alliance, by which England firſt 
engaged to aſſiſt in ſtemming the Torrent, which 
it then eſſectuated: And how urgent were the 
Addreſſes of Parliament, that procured it to be 
ſtopped once more by the Treaty of Nimeguez ; 
And you will find how much the general Voice 

| applauds 
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has been great, and the Grievance of the Debts 


3 
applauds the Augsburgh and Grand Alhances 


(concerted for the common Safety) in Conſe- 
quence of freſh Attempts againſt it of the com- 


mon Enemy, which they glorioully fucceeded in 
diſappointing. The Expence, of theſe Struggles 


they have occaſioned is preſſing, but the Prize 
that was contended for was of infinite Value. 
It was whether we ſhould continue longer to 
be free, or tamely become the Slaves of an in- 
veterate, infolent Enemy. The Fire had al- 
ready ſeized our Neighbour's Houſe ; and had 
we refrained from aſſiſting him to extinguith it 
there, it muſt ſoon have incvitably communica- 
ted itſelf, with ſuch additional Strength, as muſt 
have conſumed our own. France ſtrained eve- 
ry Nerve, waſted her Subſtance and ruined her 
People, to eſtabliſh Slavery: And can Eug/ad 
grudge any Expence which was neceſſary to 
defend Freedom ?——Surely whoever thinks 
of the Danger of the Diſeaſe, will no more 
complain of the Harſhneſs of the Remedy. 
Allow me here to copy the Language of the 
Difſertator upon Parties, as no Language but 
his own is worthy to expreſs his Meaning. 
In favour of the Addreſſes which, in 1677, cal- 
A4 led 
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led for the Protection of Flanders, he fays, Pr 
% That War was not made in remote Coun- an 


« tries, it was made at our Door. The Mo- 
« tives to it, on the Part of the Aggreſſor, 
« were neither Injuries received, nor Rights 
« invaded ; but a Spirit of Conqueſt and bare- 
«« faced Ufurpation. The Intereſt we had in it 
% was not fuch as depended on a long Chain 
« of Contingencies, and required much Sub- 
«« tility to find out, but plain and immediate.” 
Language which, I expect, will weigh the 
more with you, as his Practice and Doctrine 
equally agree to ſhew, that Land Wars were 
never favourite Meaſures of its Author. 


If then the Steps taken by Exgland, at theſe 
have ever been approved of becauſe 
of their Neceſſity, this laſt War is farely in- 
titled to more Approbation; becauſe, under- 
taken on the fame Principle of Self-Preſerva- 
tion, it was called for by more urgent Neceſ- 
fity. The Branches, at theſe Periods, were 
in Danger of being lopped off; but zow the 


which in its Fall muſt have cruſhed us alſo. 


And therefore we were called upon, by Self- 
Pre» 
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Axe was hid to the Root of the Tree itſelf, 
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(a. and puſhed it to that Paſs, that they 


even ſent a Fleet to the Weſt-Indies to guard 


and aſſiſt the Spaniards, and to ſupport them 
in that unjuſt Breach of their Treaties. 


It is in every body's Memory, to what a Si- 
tuation the Affairs of Europe were reduced, 
when the Reins of Government ſhifted from 
the Hands of the Fabian Adminiſtration, 
to thoſe of its Succeſſors: How France, tempt- 
ed by the diſtreſſed State of the Auſtrian At- 
fairs, after the Death of the laſt Emperor of 
that Houſe ; and, encouraged, by our Neutra- 
lity in the War of 1733, to expect a like In- 
difference from us in this; ventured to reſume 
her Scheme, which her former ill Succeſs had 
made her abandon, to ruin the Chief of thoſe 
Powers who had united to defeat her former 
Attempts; which, being ruined, ſhe could have 
made an ecafy Prey of the reſt; and how, at 


that Period, the was in a fairer Way to carry 


her Point than ſhe had ever been; even at the 
> w——_—C of Lewis 
the XI'Vth. 


The 
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led our Fathers to reſiſt him, called for Reſiſ- 
tance zow. And had the Proſpect of Succeſs 
been ever fo little promiſing, it was better to 
fall Sword in Hand, than abjectliy to ſtretch | 
out our Necks to the Yoke. But, thank God! 
the Caſe was not fo deſperate. The Means 
of reſtraining Fraxce were as feaſible, as the 
Neceſſity of oppoſing her had been evident. 


by our Influence, her Troops were driven from 
threatening Vienna to ſeek Shelter in Prague; 
{wept out of the Empire entirely. 


The Face of Affairs, after that Victory, 
ſhewed how equal we were to the Taſk we 
had undertaken ; as the Danger of the Empire 
before it ſhewed the Neceſſity of undertaking it; 
and fufficiently removes the Charge of Quix- 
ati from thoſe who adviſed it.——And as 
that clearly vindicates the Commencement of 
the War, fo the Councils of that Great Man 
the Ear! of Stair, had they been followed, 
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[ 22 ] 
Cloſe. But, as if Fortune had attached her- 
ſelf alone to his Sword, and Wiſdom to his 
Councils ; from the Moment he left the Army, 
its Aﬀairs went backwards: And then, that 
War which had been by all, allowed to be 


; neceflary at firſt, bringing no Return for infi- 


nite Expence but Loſs and Diſgrace, began to 
be generally murmured at; as if Succeſs had 
the Want of it not owing to Want of Con- 
duct in the ſubſequent Commanders, who had 
the Means in their Power, to aſſure it, if they 
had made proper Uſe of them. To which 
Want of Conduct, however the Fate of E- 
rope would not have been expoſed, if the pa- 
cific Part of the Adminiſtration at home, had 
not occaſioned the War to be continued abroad, 


by rejecting the Treaty of Hanau. 
But though from this ra ought to be dated ,,,, 


the Commencement of the War, and conſe- 


quently all the Exils that enſued ought to reſt 
on the Oppoſers of that Mcafure; yet the Mi- 


| niſter, who continued ſtill in Direction, de- 
ſerves fo far to be blamed, as he was initru- 


mental in nominating the zew General, whole 
chief 


| 


| 22 } 
chief Recommendation, I fas, mente 
brought up in the School of Miniſterial Subjec- 
to Miniſterial Directiant, than his Predeceſſor 
could prevail upon himſelf at all Times to pay. 
—— Thus by nominating Marechal W——to 
command the Army abroad, the Father of the 
War unnaturally put the Knife to the Throat 
of his own Child, and and was puniſhed for | 
it by the Loſs of his Power. 


The French next Campaign wiſely turned 
their Arms on the Low Countries, where 


could wage War to beſt Advantage, moſt 


R—— Ear) aſſembled to oppoſe them, unblaſt- 
ed in the Opinion of the Enemy, confirmed in 
their own.——But the Miniſter ſoon found, 
that he muſt now make more Uſe of the Whip 
chan of the Reins to urge on the Machine, of 
which, lately, he could not reſtrain the impe- 


cuous 


| | 1131 
tuous Courſe; but which, zow, ſtuck in the 
ſmootheſt Road. 


T be Enemy, after poſſeſſing Courtrai, were 
fuffered to take Menin and Tpres ſucceſſively; 
| while our Generals, at laſt pacific, unlike Stair 
| who dreaded no Superiority but of Capacity 
| (as indeed none other is to be dreaded) inſtead 
of ſtopping their Progreſs on the Lis, thought 
themſelves happy in being covered with the 
Scheld. Nor was even that River thought a 
| ſufficient Security: For the Marechal, big with 
Apprehenſions unworthy of an Egli Com- 
mander, ſent away his Plate, to remain in ſaſe- 
| ty with his Cannon at Antwerp. 


And thus the firſt Blow was given to the 
Army in its Spirit: The French being ſuffered 
to conquer, after Loſſes and Diſgraces in eve- 
ry Part of the World, reſtored the Spirit of 
that volatile Nation, and prompted the Re- 
fiction of our reaſoning People :—RefiEtion 
which led them to apprehend that they might 
be beaten, becauſe the Enemy was avoided. 
Fatal Reflection! fince an Army that defpairs 
of Victory, never will gain it! 
The Difference of Numbers, which fur- 
*** 
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duct which difpirited bis Troops, was for B 
removed. And when our Army was pa 
ened, by Reinforcements from all Quarters, on ”? 
one hand, as much as that of the Enemy wa © 
weakened by Detachments for Mface, on te 
other ; ir ſoon appeared bow mere 2 Pretence 
that had been, by the Continuance of the fame *" 
Conduct. For the Camp on the Scheld 
preſerved till was compelled, by 2 
— wo quit tt >——Ovdcrs reproach] © 
ing the Shame of remaining fo long idle with 
a ſuperior Army, which could make him indif- . 
 putably Maſter of the Field; ; while Saxe man- © 

rained, in the Heart of the Queen's s Country, , 
his Army little more than half the Number of 5 
ours. He was, I fay, compelled to move, he 
was urged to fight; Shame obliged him to the 
one, but Caution kept him from the other 
a Caution which little needed that Encourage- 
ment which was furniſhed to it by the Oppo- 
fition of the next in Command to him, to all 
Actions of Vigour, in Conſequence of pri- 
vate Inſtructions to thwart the Succeſs of the 
War, from that very Part of the Adminiſtrati- 
on, which, by rejecting the Peace of Hanaz, 
had occaſioned it to be continued. ——Expec- 


N 
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rations of a Baule were only raiſed to create | 
Difappointment. 
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oy Diſappointment. However, at laſt, after much 
painful marching, the Army got into the Ene- 
: my's Country, where he gave them a Specimen 
" 12 (fince he could do it 
he no other Way) in his judicious Manner of en- 
camping, —Yct, let him not carry away all 
e the Honour which the Camp of the Cavalry 
* a Anſtain deſerved ; for, though he approved 
" yet ſome praiſe is due to the cool and able 
— Gard whe chute ©. 


-i| But et us praiſe without Irony, and do Juſtice 
rr 
* moved with at our ſcandalous In- 
Action, were daily propoſing Schemes ; the 
| Succeſs of which, as they could not be doubt- 
© fit, muſt have been deciſive ; had we cither, 
in Conſequence of them, attacked the Enemy 
| behind the Lit, or laid down before Maubenge; 
in which there was but one Battalion and that 
new levied; the Poſſeſſion of which would 
have opened the Door into the Heart of Frazce, 
as, in either of theſe Deſigns, the Enemy want- 
ed Troops to reſiſt us.— But Mole-Hills roſe 
to the Height of Mountains; and Difficulties 
were found unſurmountable, in the Way of 


* Projects, which no other Man would 
have 


— 
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nually to above ſeven Millions ; for adding 


ſed the generous Offer ; . 
Generals to fit down unwilling Wirneſſes of 

Management which none could approve, and 
ths five comes Though Glory in- 
vited, his Country urged, nay, and though a 


Woman 
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W inſtigated him to Action. Thus, like 
age Servant in the Gofþel, he buri- 
ed the Talent that was delivered to him; and, 


nemy's Expence, but not Authority enough to 
force them to bring it to the Camp; and the 
Cavalry was ruined by the Frequency of carry- 
ing it from the Diſtance where it was fought. 
Nor can we wonder at their Contempt. They 
faw us in a ſituation on our Arrival, within the 
Marque to have inſuked Liſle, & vive force ; yet 
ſo uninformed, or unenterprizing, as to fuffer 
them to remove the Danger by reinforcing the 
Garriſon. They faw us between their Army 
and their whole 2 „ 
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well nigh carried off the old Marechal from 
his Quarters ; but which were, I ſuppoſe, dif- 
couraged from attempting any more an cnter- 
prize that would have been, if fucceſsful, moſt 
prejudicial to themſelves. And when we left 
their Country, loaded alike with Glory and 
with Spoilr, they faw us March, in Order of 
Battle, to attack Count Saxe behind Pont Eſpi- | 
erre; above three Days after we heard of his 

being there with only half his Forces, and two 
Days after he had left it ; and then ingloriouſly 

retire into Winter Quarters. | 


A Campaign fo glaringly miſmanaged, ob- 
liged the Commanders, who could not vindi- 
cate it from Blame, to throw it on each other. 
Their Recriminations ſucceeded, if not their 
Apologies ; for the \Vorld was pretty welt con- 
vinced they were all in Fault. 


As 


Means in our Power of finiſhing the War, 
with as much Glory as we had begun it with 
Wiſdom, if they had been properly uſed ; fo 
doth the Inferiority of the Enemy furniſh us 
with another Truth no leſs material: For as 
their Inferiority was occaſioned, by the Detach- 
ments neceſſary to defend ¶ ace from the Arms 
of Prince Charles; it ſhews that France is not 
able to make Head againſt fuch an Alliance, 
if attacked with Vigour on all Hands. 


Thus began the Britiſh Laurels to wither 
(to blaſt them was reſerved for others) by the 
Command being given to One every way un- 
equal to it. And were not his Incapacity as 
notorious as it proved prejudicial, we would 
pay all due Deferences to the Pen of one of 
this Hero's Eleves, who has undertaken his 
Defence. But till the doughty Performance of 
leave to think as the Nation did, when it deem- 
ed him unworthy to bear the Truxcheon longer, 
who had wielded it fo unſkilfully. For the 
ws. wat 


removed 
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removed the Cauſe. The Miniſter who di- 
iected this ingloriozs Canpaign, vas thrown 
from his Seat of Power ; and the General who 
conduſted k was laid bye at Home, wo recruit 
a freſh Stock of Vigour for fubſequent Occa- 
ſions. Ne 
has happened in our Days, he was again raiſ- 
ed from the Irfirmary to the Head of the Ar- 
my ; and, as if Remembrance had been loſt of 
his Behaviour againſt the French, he was 
picked out to fave the Nation from the Rebeli. 


ſect. There he was rather more the Dupe of 


that Miktia, than he had been of Saxe. But 
it is but Juſtice to his Employers to fay, that 
this happened at home, after oppoſite Qualities 
had miſcarried abroad: In what Manner, the 
Analyſis of next Campaign will ſhew. 


But we are now arrived at a Period when a 
new Adminiſtration (that of the Coalition) 
took the Direction of Affairs; and when it 
was no Wonder that the War w:.s miſmanaged, 
if the Aﬀertion in the Apolegy for the Reſigna- 
tion of one of them be true, that a Reſolution 


[ 2x ] 
was then taken to ruin it an purpoſe. [See the 
Apology for a late Reſignation, p. 7.] But 
though I would not blindly Credit this Aﬀerti- 
to the Reſigner ; it muſt be confeſs'd, that, it 
ſuch had been their Reſolution, they could not 
have taken better Meaſures for executing it, 
than thoſe they did take. Another Syſtem (if 
I may be allowed to fay they had any) feems 
likewiſe to have directed their Choice of a 
General. But a Syſtem which ſpeaks little for 
their Wiſdom. One Extreme had failed, and 
therefore they run into the other. 


For as W——, who was old and had ſeen 
Service, had fucceeded fo ill; th: Miniſtry 
hoped (I ſuppoſe) for contrary Succeſs in oppo- 
fite Qualities. As if from Age and Experi- 
ence, Miſmanagement had flowed; and not 
from a narrow Capacity which no Age could 


the whole of the Auſtriaxs :] And it was bea- 
ten, becauſe it could ſcarce be otherwiſe. 
I know that the Defeat of Fontencs is charged 
to the Account of the Dutch. But, though I 


will neither compare them with the Ezgh/b, nor 


| L 23] 
tion, inſtead of being, (as, unfortunately, they 
were) totally neglected. 


Though the Ardour of Youth, a De- 
gard of perſonal Danger, and a happy Ben- 
bility of human Sufferings, plead with us for 
the Raſhneſs of this Attack, and allow it to be 
great if it was not judicious; yet I fear the E- 
nemy did not allow it fo much Favour. They 
felt, it is true, the Britiſh Valour to be the 
fame they always have felt it; but they learned 
now, that it was no more to be dreaded ; R- 
viſhed as it was as profuſely, as it had been, la- 
tely, timorou/ly reſtrained. 


fures. From attacking the Enemy in his cho- 
ſen Poſt, we retired to chuſe a Poſt for our- 
ſelves : And the Camp of Leſſines furniſhed a 
received to advantage; and there Flanders could 
have been preſerved while Brabant was cove- 
red. For the Enemy muſt have offered their 
Flank, if they marched into it on the fame fide 


che Schell; or have marched on the other Side, = 
B 4 and 
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and left us Maſters to defend all the Towns on 


it. Draughts from England, and Reinforce- 
ments from Holland, foon repaired the Loſs 
of the Battle : But Spirit returned not with 
Numbers. For preponderated, 
after the Battle, as much as Prefumption had 
done before it; and ſhewed, that true Judg- 
ment and Courage were wanting to trim the 
Ballance. On the Enemy's Approach towards 
we had drained the Magazines at Bruxelles, 
and reſerved thoſe in Ghent, we now reſolved 


Ghent was not entirely forgotten. For after 
the Enemy had turned off towards Oudenarue 
and conſequently were nearer it than us; then, 
and not till then, was General Mo—ke detached 
with three Battalions. (Britiſh ) and ſome Dra- 
goons to reinforce it. The Remains only of 
one of the Battalions found their way to the 
Town, and were furprized in it next Morning; 
and the reſt of the Detachment was ruined a, 
Melle, by the ill Conduct indeed, in a great 
Meafure, of the General who commanded. 
But if they had a// got fafe into the Town, 
which, conſidering the Poſition of the Enemy, 


could 
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to cover Brabant and abandon Flanders. But 


251 | 
could ſcarce be expected; they had neither 
Time enough to remove the Magazines, nor 
Abilities to defend them. For the Largenefs 
of Ghent rendered more Numbers neceſſary, 
and its weakneſs would have rendered all Num- 


bers inſignificant. 


Stunned by the Loſs of that Brigade, which 
was deſtined inevitably to be loſt ; and unhing- 
ed by the Surprizal of Ghent, which was as 
unexpetted as it was unavoidable ; the Army 
fled from the Dender to the Canal of Bruxelles ; 
which likewiſe would have been abandoned, if 
the Enemy, having too much Generoſity to 
ſuſpect the Degree of our Panic, had not fa- 
ved us from that Shame, by deſiſting to ad- 
vance towards us ; contented to employ the 
Remainder of the Year, in reducing the many 
Towns we had abandoned to them. 


As ſoon, therefore, as our Generals had re- 
collected themſelves, the Strength of the Canal 
of Bruxelles was attended to, and increaſed by 
Works in a Manner that put our future Securi- 
ty behind it out of Hazard. But what theſe 
Works rendered ſecure, Raſhneſs (once more) 

put 


Relief of his Puſts. 
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put in imminene Danger. The Enemy, to co- 
ver the Siege of Dendermonde, were 
between that Town and the Canal, at Lipho, 
about a League and a half from it; and a few 
Days after they had taken the Town, laid a 
Snare into which our Army well nigh ſell.— 
Beyond the Canal, at the Diſtance of about 
half a League from us, and about a League 
from the Enemy, we had occupied two Caſtles ; 
one with the free Companies, and the other 
with one hundred Foot from the Line. Theſe 
the Enemy marched Steen thouſand Men to 
attack, in hopes of drawing us from behind 
our Works; with ExpeCtation of which, the 
reſt of their Army was put under Arms. Nor 
did they reckon amiſs ; for, on the Report of 
Canal at Vifoorden, with the three Battalions 
of Guards ; and, with them, marched to the 


As the neareſt Part of the Line was half a 
League up the Canal, it is eaſy to be ſeen that 
22S #2288 #$#####3 quſt have been cruſhed 
before he was ſupported; or that the Enemy, 
by ſuffering more to march to his Relief (as 

the 
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the Picquets actually did by the neareſt Bridge 
2s ſoon as poſſible, and as the reſt of the Line 
was ordered to fupport them) might have 
' brought on an Affair as general as they pleaſed. 
For, as our Army then occupied the Space be- 
tween Bruxelles and Villebrook, (no lefs than 
five Leagues) it is caly to be conceived, with 
nemy; and how much they had it in their 
Power to beat us as we advanced, is Detail. 
And in this they muſt have fucceeded, if the 
Jealouſies of the French Nobility in general, 
and the Influence of Beliſle in particular, had 
not prevailed on the King to fend an Ad du 
Camp to recal the Corps that had marched, 
and deprived .Saxe of the Glory that muſt have 
reſuked from his Deſigns, to which we had 


been fo far the Dupes; too happy not to have 
deen the Victims alſo. 


After this Eſcape the Campaign ſoon finiſh- 
ed. And as the Miſcarriages of the laſt were 
laid to the Diſagreement of the Commanders; 
ſo Want of Numbers, and the Behaviour of the 
Dutch, were made the Excuſes for the Fauks 


of . 
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of this. But I think enough has been men- 
tioned, to ſhew that the W— had not fair Play; 
that Miſmanagement was the Chief Reaſon of 


the Want of Succeſs; and therefore, that the 
Odium ſhould be removed from the judicious 
Adviters of its neceſſary Commencement, to | 


thoſe who were Authors of its Birth, to thoſe | 
who, if a Phraſe of Cibber's may be uſed, 
were Authors of its Murder. 


As it can be no Breach of Charity to im- 
pute an Indifference, at leaſt, to our Intereſts 


ciation at home; which was, at once, a dar- 
ing Infult on the K---, and a dangerous Blow 
to the Conſtitution thro? the Sides of the Pre- 


| 


the injudicious Authors of its Miſconduct; from | 


| 


| 


on the Preſervation of the Powers of the 


Crown, as of the Rights of the People ; and is 
equally endangered by either's loſing their Poize) 
I may venture to affirm, that their Preparati- 
brought againſt them, of having reſalved to 
ruin the W—. For though, the Empire be- 
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abroad, to the motley Adminiſtration which at | 


i 


9 re 


- — — — 


oo. —— — ——_—_—_ 


[ 29 ] 
ing at laſt pacified, great Part of the Troops 
of the Queen were at their Command; and 
though the Nation expected, that all the 
Hanoverians ſhould be again taken into Pay 
(for Want of whom we had ſuffered fo ſe- 
verely at Fontenoi; and againſt whom no Ob- 
jection could now lie, as they who oppoſed 
them formerly were now in Place) yet fo few 
of the former were provided at firſt, and fo late 
was it before the Agreement was concluded, 
for the latter; that Bathiani, who had fupport- 
ed himſelf behind the Dy/e, till the 29th of 


May, was then obiged tw abandon Atwers; ; 246. 


and to retire to wait for Reinforcements, with- 
in the Territories of the States. There the 
Hamoverians joining him in June, the Heſſians, 
and L-g—r, with four Britiſh Battalions only, 
in the Beginning of Jul; and an additional 
Number of Auſtrians, with Prince Charles, 
towards the End of it; an Army was, at laſt, 
got together, able to act, and Generals with it, 
capable to command. Pity it was that the Dutch, 
who continued Prince Waldeck in the Com- 
mand of their Troops, had not made him en- 
tirely ſubſervĩent to the Auſtrian General; and 
given Prince Charles the fame Powers they had 
formerly 


30 
formerly granted to the victorious Duke of 
Marlborough : For, what Mifmanagement had 
done beſore, Diſſentions accompliſhed now. 


Prince Charles coald not bear as an Equal, 
one whom he had always commanded as | 


an Inferior : And Waldeck, naturally of a hot 
Temper, and elated with heading the Troops 
of fo conſiderable a State as Holland, would | 
ſtoop to no Swperior. Hence ſprung the ill 
Succeſs of that Campaign; for which Prince 
Charles is fo far to be blamed, as in ſpite of 


to be drawn in to yield to that of Walleck. 


fighting Saxe, was loſt; becauſe Waldeck in- 
filted, that the Preferrazion of Namur was capi- 
tal to his Maſters; and that, to the cover- 
ing of that Town, every other Conſideration 
ought to give Way: And thus an Opportu- 


Carps de Reſerve of the Encmy, which 
preſented their Flank to us, on a March; and 
which a Defi/e divided from their Left, which 
| had already paſſed it; becauſe great Part of the 


Auſtrians had moved to keep Pace with the 
Front | 


Thus Charleroi, and a fair Opportunity of 


nity was loſt, of ruining the Right Wing and 
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Front of the Enemy, and bar them the En- 
trance within the Mehaigne ; and Prince Wal- 
deck took no Notice of the broad Hints Prince 
| Charles threw out, to offer his Troops to ſup- 
port that Enterprize; which was too inviting 
to eſcape the Notice of L-g—r, who propoled, 
and urged it. 


From the fame Source ſprung the Defeat of 
Recoux, where, however, it muſt be owned, 
that Prince Charles did not ſeem diſpleaſed, that 
I aldeck was made to ſmart for his Obſtinacy. 
invited the Enemy to the Attack, and had un- 
dertaken to maintain his Poſt in it: And to this 
. as the Situation of his 

roops rendered it improbable would 
be attacked ; 2 
Se to 

: And, indeed, the Ri 

3 
ed ſor. The very Orders for the Diſpoſition of 
Bartle favoured more of retreating, than of en- 
gaging. [The Place of Retreat was mentioned 
in the Orders for the Battle ; and it was hinted 


to the Commanding Officers, to have always 
an 
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1 
an Eye to St. Peter's Hill.] The Event hap- 


pened as was expected. After the Dutch | 
were beat (who to do them Juſtice, behaved 


well) the Auſtrians retired, in great Tranquil- 


lity and Order, to Maeftricht.—lIt was a2 
Pity however, that our Part of the Army, which 
had no Share in the Fault, ſhould have ſhared 
in the Puniſhment - For ſeveral Battalions, as 
well Britiſh, as Hanoverians and Heſſians, ſuf- 
fered conſiderably. 


Ir may be wondered, why no Mention has | 
been made of Batbiani in this, as no Notice was 
taken of Koningſeg in the former Campaign: 
Butthe R—— Nurſe, worn out by Age, and 
incapacitated by Infirmities, was, indeed, a 
mere Cypher: And Bathiazi, fince he could 
not reap the Ghry of acting a firſt Part, ſeem- 
ed to be contented with ſaving himſelf from 


el 7 exerted 
reap Laurels for others; he ſhewed the A 
Scrapes. Obſervations, which are juſtified by 
his Conduct in the fucceeding Campaign, as 
well as in this. 

Bur | 


Blame, when only in a Second : And, fince the \ 


neſited, yet ſeveral Occaſions did Honour to the 


5 
YF 
1 
; 
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But although the publick Cauſe was not be- 


Saxe, to whom the Change was given; that 
of the Rivers in the Candroſe, and of the Faar, 
reflected as much Honour on Prince Charles, 
as they did Impuration on the Atelligence and 
Judgment of Saxe. 


Though the Misfortunes of this Campaign 
were owing to the Cauſe I have mentioned; 
to the Miſmanagement of Prince Charles. That 
his Place might be ſupplied by another, it was 
neceſſary he ſhould be deemed unfit for it. His 
late Defeats from the Pruſſians, gained the ca- 


ſier Credit to the Charge of Incapacity brought 


againſt him, in ſpite of all his great Actions. 
Nor was that all: His private Character was 
called in Aid to depreciate his public ; and he 
was accuſed of Drunkenneſs, with as little 
Reaſon as of Icapacity. The End propoſed 


was anſwered. A new General was providedin 1747. 
| the % ## ####$8%3#%, whoſe Victory at 


C Cl 
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on...) cial the Opinion, that the 
Defeat at Fantenoi had really been occaſioned by 
the Dutch; and who flattered himſelf, and the 
World, with a Contiauance of his good For- 
tune againit the French. And good Fortune 
now ſeemed to depend upon him: For every 
Obſtacle had been removed, which had been 
ſuppoſed, hitherto, to have obſtructed it. 
Numbers had not been complained of, laſt Year, 
when even the Dutch diſtinguiſhed themſelves : 
And theſe Numbers were augment- 
ed now. Each of the Maritime Powers agreed 
to furniſh Forty thouſand Men, and the Queen 
of Hungary Sixty thouſand ; which, as her Sub- 
fidy was to be paid but in Proportion as her 
Quota was complete, upon muſtering, was 
found to fall but very little ſhort of the Number. 
— no Wonder if, confident of Succeſs 
from ſuch an Army, fo commanded, our Pleni- 
the Conferences at Breda by France, who, in 
earneſt, deſired Peace; as ſhe had miſcarried in 
her Purpoſe of ruining the Houſe of Auſtria, for 
which ſhe had engaged in the War. For now 
had been made, to account for former Misfor- 
tunes. What the had failed in alone; 


what 
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what Numbers, and the Aiſlriaut had failed in 


alone; was now confidently expected from both 


together: And was as confidently promiſed as 


expected. For every preceding Error was now 
to be redreſſed; and every Step that the Enemy 
had taken to our Diſadvantage, was to be imi- 
tated. And as they had drawn manifeſt Ad- 
vantage from taking the Field early, and 
before us, we began with getting the Start of 
them, in that Particular; but very foon were 
taught by Experience, that the Oppoſite of 
Wrong is not always Right: For the Train of 
encamped, and marched towards Autwerp to 
beſiege it; we were ſcarce got into the Field, 
when our Dreams of Glory vaniſhed : For, be- 
fore we had marched above half Way thither, 
it was found we could proceed no further, for 
want of Subſiſtence ; having forgot to provide 
Carriages to convey our Forage tous. Sothere 
we remained on the bleak and barren Heaths, 
expoſed to the Izclemency of the Weather, and 
the Deriſian of the Enemy; who, as if he af- 
ſected to deſpiſe us, continued to keep his Ar- 
my in Quarters for a long while afterwards. 
And when, at laſt, Means were provided to 
procure Subſiſtence, Autwerp was found to be 
| C 2 wt 
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too tough a Morſel; and, an Attack of it, 
equally contrary to the Rules of Prudence, and 
of War: For it was not in our Power to imveſt it, 
as it remained open for all kind of Supply, 
from the oppoſite Side of the Scheld, which was 
in Poſſeſſion of the Enemy. But though we 
abandoned our ſo much boaſted Enterprize, Saxe 
proceeded, at his Leifure, to execute his ; and, 
after the Reduction of Dutch Flanders, drawing 
his main Army out of Quarters, he proceeded 
towards Maeſtricht, marched to us, faw us, and 
beat us. We had now every Advantage we 
had ever wiſhed for ; we found the French, un- 
covered by Entrenchments, unſupported by Batte- 
ries, in a Plain, and on their March; and yet 
we ſuffered them to gain the Battle of Laveldt. 
For (not to mention, neglecting to cut off 
Twenty thouſand Men, which was in our Power 
for two Days together) it ſeems we knew not, 
whether a Village, in Front of the Line, ought 
to be occupied or no: For, a little before the 
Battle, it was once ordered to be hurut, and 
twice to be evacuated and repoſſeſſed; and when, 
at laſt, ſome, wiſer than the reſt, prevailed on 
the R C- , to make uſe of fo capita} 
an Advantage, nothing was done to add to the 


Strength of the Village, by fortifying it towards 
the 
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the Enemy; and nothing to procure Means of 
ſupporting the Troops in it, by laying it open 
towards our Line.--—But this was not all: A 
Space was left unocccupied, which one of the 


Battalions, which had been ordered out, had 
never returned to poſlefs ; and, by that, the Ene- 


tacking in Flank and in Rear, to diſlodge the 
Troops that were defending it. So that, from 
the firſt, they were as much Maſters of the Vil- 
lage as we ; nor ever could be thoroughly driven 
out of it, though ſeveral of our Battalions ſcram- 
bled over Hedges (for no Communication had 
been made) to ſupport their Companions : And 
Advantage ; though all the Troops, both on the 
Right and on theLeft, ſtood firm, and unattacked, 
without one Attempt to rally, a precipitate Re- 
treat was made by the Infantry towards Mae- 
firicht ; a Retreat, which would have been made 
with as little Safety, as it was with little Order, if 
L--g--r's ever memorable Attack with the Ca- 


valry, had not fecured it, and given Time to 
$008 e 1, reach Macftricht in 
Safety : L--g--r, who, Curtizs-like, facrificed 
K by leaping into the 
C 3 


Gulph, 
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Gulph, with what was moſt valuable in it. 


It may not be incurious to obſerve, that this 
Attack of the Cavalry, fo beneficial to us, and 
fo much honourcd by the Enemy,---an Attack, 
wherein the Britiſh Squadrons of the firſt Line, 
and a few of the Hanoverians adjoining them» 
put a whole Wing of the Enemy in ſuch Con- 
fuſion, as obliged them to think of their own 
Security, inſtead of diſturbing our Retreat. 
This Attack, I fay, was opcnly condemned in 
our Army, before L--g--rs Return from Cap- 
tivity in that of the Enemy. The Honour of 
faving the Army was envied kim, by thoſe who 
had reaped none themſelves. But the Service 
was too glaring not to eſtabliſh it's own Merit. 
Nor was the Teſtimony of the Enemy wanting 
to ackndwlcdge and admire what had checked 
their Purſuit. It is to be judged, how much 
more effect al L-g---r's Attack would have 
been, if made by that Corps of Cavalry which 
of a Regiment des Mariozettes. A wicked 
Reduction, which kad not even the Merit of 
Occonomy to plead in its Behalf! 


The Blunders of the reſt of the Year, 
xe of the leſs Conſequence to be noted, 


Victory at Laveldt, 
Zoom. They bad 
Cauſe of ill 
military Affairs, 


poſition, as before their 
and Conqueſt of Bergen oþ 
hitherto removed every # 


11 
Marlborough ; they had laviſhed Money fo pro- 


fuſely, as to put all former Expences out of 
Remembrance; and yet, Defeat followed every 


Battle, and Diſappointment every Scheme. Wile- 
ly, therefore, and neceſſarily, had they Recourſe 


to a Peace, 


Though it is not much to my preſent Pur- 
poſe, to take Notice of the enſuing Campaign, 
as it kad no Influence on the Peace, which was, 
in great meaſure, agreed on, before its Com- 
mencement ; yet it ay not be incu-cious to touch 
on a very few Particulars, which juſtify the 
Reaſoning that brought it about. 


Common Senfe, and uniform 
agreed, to point our Maeftricht as the next Ob- 

jet of che 0#-nſive Operations of the Enemy; 
' and yet, in ſpite of both proper Meaſures were 
not taken to prevent them. 


The People of Holland, who had raiſed the 
Fr. of Or----to the Dignities of his Fathers; 
from a Belief, that on him depended their Sal- 
vation, againſt their Enemies abroad, as well 
#5 their Enemies at home, required his Preſence 


at 
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at the Head of their Armies, to reſtore at once 
their Glory and Succeſs : And as it was not rea- 
ſonable to expect, what was inconſiſtent with 
his Rank, that he ſhould act in an inferior Ca- 
pacity; and, ſince **** ** SY SSASS muſt be 
employed, it was neceſſary to form ſeparate A.- 
mics for their ſeparate Commands : The one of 
which was deſtined to remain in the Neighbour- 
hood -of Breda; and the other, to cover and 


| prevent the Siege of Maeſtricht. So that, 


whatever Way the Enemy pleaſed to turn their 


Arms, they could meet with but half our Force. 


| ------But they did not even allow us to make 


| the moſt of this Diviſion. | 


For to ſhew that, when Occaſion required, 
they could take the Field carly, to as much Pur- 
poſe, as we had done it to little ; they inveſted 
Maeſtricht, before the Army, deſtined for that 
Service, had aſſembled to cover it.-----Nay, 
though their Motions confirmed univerſal Ex- 
pectation, Part of the Troops of the Maeftricht 
Army were drawn near Breda, as if that, and 
not the other, had been in Danger : And though 


Marechal Bathiani came, at the Beginning of 
the Winter, tothe Hague, and wrote, jointly 
with 
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with the Pr--- of Or----, the moſt 
Letters, one after another, to England, to de- 
fire the ,es to come over, 
and to ſettle, with them, bow this Campaign was 
to be carried on; yet, not wiſer grown by the 
Diſappointments of former Campaigns, no 
Concert was made; nay, the s ſet out from 
Exgland only in the Month of March; and 
four Battalions of ours were not yet embarked, 
when Maeftricht was inveſted : And, to ſhew 
the Maes were not filled; and the Excuſe for 
it was, the Pretence of not making them fo far 
from the Sea; ſo they made them from Grave on 
to the Sea, inſtead of making them from Grave 
up the Maes; as if the Motions of the Enemy 
were not to direct, where our Operations ſhould 
be. 


Too late, to prevent Maeftricht being inveſt- 
ed, now that all Apprehenfion of Danger to 
any other Place was removed; what remained, 
but to endeavour to raiſe the Siege ?----An At- 
tempt, rendered fo much the more practicable, 
as the Quarters of the French Army were divid- 

ed 
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ed by the Maes, and communicated only by 
Bridges; which Communication, the Swel- 
ling of the River, at one Time, actually cut off, 
by breaking theſe Bridges. Yet, the two Ar- 
the Pr. of Or---- were joined the whole of 
the Heſſian and Wolfenbuttel Troops, Part of 
united, they might have been employed to eſſec- 
wal Purpoſe.---Thus an important publick Sr. 
vice was facrificed to the Vanity of private Am- 
hition. It need not be faid, how welcome the 
toan Army in fuch a Situation. 


As J have avoided entering into the minufe 
ed to be thought of, I would end my Obſer- 
vations here; but that the March from Roer+ 
monde to theNeighbourhood of Grave, in whicl1, 
being the laſt of the War, all the Skill, acquired 
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marching two Days towards it, could not be 
got at, at all. The Cavalry was obliged, on the 
Eighth Day, to leave the Infantry, and make a 
forced March to approach the Forage ; and the 
Infantry to follow and abandon the Artillery. 
——And yet this March was immediately di- 


What now remained, but to tranſport the 
Troops to England, as expeditiouſly as poſſi- 
ble; at once to conſult their Convenience, and 
avoid unneceſſary Expence? Yet the ſame Fa- 
talty attended to cloſe the War, which had | 
directed its Conduct. The Soldiers were | 
kept, ſuffering with cold, in Dutch Barns, | 
till the Depth of Winter; while not only the 
Forage, but even the very Wood and Straw ; 

fore, were purchaſed at an exceſſive Rate; and 
when, at laſt, they embarked, the ſtormy Wea- 
ther, natural to the Seaſon, put them in im- 
minent Danger of periſhing at Sea; deſtroyed 
moſt of the beſt and moſt ſpirited of the Hor- 


Grays Dragoons.] and drove fome of the In- 


fantry to Shetland and Norway, 


vw 
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Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to give you 
ſome Idea of our Tranſactions on the Conti- 
nent; which may ſerve as a Supplement to the 
able Enquiry into the flagitious Conduct of the 
Two Brothers. Of the Facts related there, as 
well as here, I have Materials by me to fur- 
niſh you an ample Detail, if this ſhould ex- 
cite your Curioſity to procure further Informa- 


* 


Er and the faireſ# Occa- 
frons loſt, of finiſhing it to Advantage, with 
all the Means, in our Power : For, not to 
mention the Miſmanagement at Sea, which ri- 
velled that at Land; Want of Influence pre- 
vented Stair from finiſhing the War the it 
Campaign; I ant of Capacity prevented W—— 
the Second; a raſ» Attack funk our Reputation, 
and blaſted our Laurels, the Third, when a 
Defenſtve, judicĩouſiy managed, might have 
confined the Operations of the Enemy, till 
Reinforcements from Germany (which it was 
capital to fave, and which, by the Election of 
the Duke of Tuſcam, was faved) might have 

enabled 


1 

—_—— = the Of in 
Flanders ——if it had been neceſſary to con- 
tinue the War, after that Electian 
the Purpoſes for which it was undertaken. 
WW ant of Concord rained the Hopes of the Forth 
ign; and fuch a Want of Condut# mani- 
ſeſted itſelf in the Fh, that a Peace was ren- 


be queſtioned, and alone condemned ; for its 


Commencement was as neceffary to fave us from 
the Chains of Fraxce, as its Concluſion was 


to reſcue us from the Blunders of our own 
— 


But though inglorious the War has been, by 
engaging in it, we ſaved Eurape. The Empire 
is reſtored to the Houſe of Auſtria; Holland 
has got a Stadtholder, whom we can, in all 
Times, depend upon; and the Netherlands are 
once more our Barrier France. —— 


France has gained no Acquiſition, and has had 


her paſt Experience confirmed ; that the never | 


can ſucceed in eſtabliſhing Uziverſal Monarchy, 
while we exert ourſelves to oppoſe her: = 
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